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In Focus: Fairtrade 

Birmingham’s Peace Hub regularly campaigns on Fairtrade issues and gets involved with Fairtrade Fortnight in 

February/March.  Here we share opportunities for teaching and learning about fairness and trade justice.   

Fairness in  Circle Time 

Circle time can be used as a way of introducing the concept of fairness.  Children could be asked about the ways 

in which circle time games, discussions or activities are set up: 

 Does everyone have the opportunity to speak?   

 How do we make this fair?  We could draw names from a bag or pass a talking piece around the circle. 

 How do we make sure everyone has the opportunity to be included in a game? We try not to always 

choose our best friends.  We invite someone to participate when we notice they have not had a turn. 

 Is being fair the same as being equal? For some, being fair means that everyone should be treated the 

same, whereas for others it means that everyone gets what they need.  Use this picture to generate a dis-

cussion ... 

 

 

 

 

 

Or try this activity: 

 Give everyone in the circle an injury card. The injuries could include: papercut on a finger; scratch on the 

knee; broken arm; burn from the oven etc. 

 Ask people to share their injuries and then for every one, give them a sticky plaster for their injury.  If any-

one complains or asks questions about it, just say that it wouldn’t be fair not to 

give everyone the same thing. 

 Use this to discuss questions about fairness and equality. You could relate it to 

what happens in  the classroom.  Is it fair that some children get more time with a 

teacher?  How do children feel about a whole class missing 5 minutes of play be-

cause of the behaviour of a few children?  Why does the idea of unfairness sometimes lead to conflict? 
 

This activity comes from: http://jewishspecialneeds.blogspot.co.uk/2013/12/teaching-difference-between-

fairness.html 

An example of it in action can be found at: http://imbloghoppin.blogspot.co.uk/2011/08/power-of-bandaid.html 

Fairness and equality in trade 

The plaster activity could be used as a way of introducing the idea of fairness in the trade industry.  To bring a 

banana from one side of the world to another involves many people – transporters, producers, 

warehouse distributors, retailers etc.  If a bunch of bananas costs £2, should all of these people 

receive the same proportion of the £2?  Why might some get more than others?  What would 

be fair?   

http://jewishspecialneeds.blogspot.co.uk/2013/12/teaching-difference-between-fairness.html
http://jewishspecialneeds.blogspot.co.uk/2013/12/teaching-difference-between-fairness.html
http://imbloghoppin.blogspot.co.uk/2011/08/power-of-bandaid.html


 
In Focus Resources: Fairtrade 

Fairtrade and Trade Justice in Islam:  

The aim of this resource pack is to support teachers to teach the subject of Fair Trade and Trade Justice from 
an Islamic perspective, whilst also achieving the national schools’ Fairtrade Award. The resource pack 
contains 10 comprehensive lesson plans each designed to give a deeper understanding of trade justice. 
Teachers can choose between case studies about Palestine and its dates and olives crops, or Bangladesh and 
its cotton and ready-made garment industry and much more.  

 

The Honey Connection – How is honey production in Chile linked to blueberry 
growing in the UK?  This resource answers this question and shares the work of 
a cooperative in Chile.  

           

   

Fairtrade Fortnight Plenty of resources here for schools and information about Fairtrade 

fortnight in February/March and the Fairtrade industry itself.  

 

 

 

 Foul Play is a teaching pack about Fairtrade, literacy and football based on Tom Palmer’s book Off Side.     

 The book and materials are inspired by young people in Ghana. 

   

  

Exploring Ethical Consumption 

This resource for teachers and Secondary students raises debates around Fairtrade and Ethical 
Consumption.  It can be used as a stimulus for critical and creative thinking. 

 

Fairtrade and Local Food 

To encourage younger children to think critically about consumption, why not raise a debate about the 
decisions we make when we shop.   Is it better to buy locally produced honey from Coventry or Fair Trade 
honey from Chile?  What influences the decisions we make when we shop? Are there other ethical logos on 
packaging we should be aware of?   

This website supports farmers locally and globally.  It can be used as a basis for these and other discussions.   

 

Traidcraft for Schools 

Lots of images, games, assemblies and other materials for exploring 

Fairtrade at Primary and Secondary level.  

 

 

CAFOD have a selection of resources and games for primary and secondary 

schools including Trading Trainers and Banana Split Game.  

 

Fairtrade and Peace How Fairtrade can help tackle poverty and bring peace to conflict zones. This 

newspaper article can be used with older students to explore the relationship between Fairtrade, 

poverty and peace. 
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https://www.made.ngo/trade-justice
https://www.made.ngo/trade-justice
http://www.traidcraftschools.co.uk/5-the-honey-connection
http://www.fairtrade.org.uk/Get-Involved/Current-campaigns/Fairtrade-Fortnight
http://tompalmer.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/Tom-Palmer_General-Fair-Play-pack.pdf
http://www.developmenteducation.ie/issues-and-topics/ethical-consumption/
http://fairtradewales.com/about/what-is-fair-trade/fair-trade-and-local
http://www.traidcraftschools.co.uk/teaching-resources
http://www.cafod.org.uk/Education/Primary-schools/Fair-trade
http://www.theguardian.com/environment/cif-green/2010/feb/22/fair-trade-conflict-poverty

